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PROTECTIVE COVER FOR SPORTING RIFLES 

Protective cover which is intended for sporting rifles that comprise of 
screws which are used to fix a shell propulsion mechanism to a rifle 
5 support, in which the referred cover has predetermined dimensions in 
function of the area to be covered, said area to be covered including the 
heads of the screws that fix the shell propulsion mechanism and because 
it also comprises means for fixing the cover to the mentioned sporting rifle. 

10 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The most usual method of securing the shell propulsion mechanism 
of sporting rifles to their supports is that based on inserting screws, 
normally in an oblique fashion, passING through the said support to be 

15 finally screwed into the exterior wall of the said shell propulsion 
mechanism, with their heads visible from the external face of the support 
which, together with its oblique layout makes these project somewhat and 
produce a quite anti-aesthetic effect, in addition to being potentially 
dangerous to the rifle user, with injury to his hands when they rub against 

20 the heads of the said screws. 

Patent application No 200002464, from the same applicant, 
proposes an articulation device for a shell propulsion mechanism in a 
compressed air rifle or pistol with a tilting shell propulsion mechanism. The 
said application describes a system to secure the device to the but body 

25 similar to that of the previous paragraph, by means of a series of pass- 
through holes, preferably located in a radial orientation, in symmetrical 
angular positions with respect to a longitudinal vertical plane of the rifle or 
pistol, through which securing screws are inserted that are screwed into 
nuts. This same patent application does not describe any system to hide 

30 these screws from sight. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
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This invention proposes a protective cover applicable to sporting 
rifles, to cover the heads of the screws that secure the shell propulsion 
mechanism to the support of the said rifle, thus hiding and protecting the 
said heads, with the subsequent functional and aesthetic benefit. 
5 The inventor has observed that the fact of covering the said screws 

involves several advantages for the rifle. On the one hand, the screws are 
out of reach of eroding agents, such as dust, water and mud which, at time 
can make it difficult to unscrew and separate the shell propulsion 
mechanism from the rifle support when it is to be cleaned. 
10 On the other hand, the exterior attractiveness of the rifle is 

increased, since much more continuous lines are achieved and at the 
same time providing a level of roughness on the said trim in order to 
facilitate the user to grip the rifle. 

Finally, it covers an area which, especially at night in front of lamps 
15 or of the moon could cause reflections and give away the hunter's position. 

The said cover, with predetermined dimensions in function of the 
area to be covered, with the said area to be covered containing the screws 
that secure the shell propulsion mechanism to the support. 

It also includes the means of fixing the cover to the mentioned 
20 sporting rifle which, in the drawings are shown as push-fit, elastic-fitting 
pins that bare inserted into at least two housings on the rifle support that 
receive and fit the said pins into the same, although it could quite easily be 
another some other means as that described in greater detail later. 

25 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood from the following full 
description of an embodiment example of the same, with includes 
references to the attached drawings, in which: 
30 • Figure 1 is a side elevation view of a rifle screwed to a shell 

propulsion mechanism, partially shown, together with the cover 



m 
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proposed by this invention, seen in profile, prior to being fixed in 
place. 

• Figure 2 shows a portion of the support and the shell propulsion 
mechanism of Figure 1 , with the cover mounted on top of them. 

5 • Figure 3 is a cross-section view of the cover assembly on the 
support shown in Figure 1, taking through section Ill-Ill of Figure 1, 
and 

• Figure 4 is a cross-section view of the installation of the cover on 
the support shown in Figure 1 , taken through section IV-IV of Figure 

10 1. 



CONCRETE EMBODIMENT OF THE PATENT APPLICATION 

Thus, in the concrete embodiment example, Figure 1 shows a head 
15 1 of a screw, a shell propulsion mechanism 3, a support 4, a recess 8, 
some housings 7, some blind orifices 11, a cover 5, some pins 6 and a 
projection 10. 

Figure 2 shows the cited shell propulsion mechanism 3, the support 
4 and the cover 5. 

20 The stated shell propulsion mechanism 3, the support 4, some 

screws 2, the covers 5 and the heads 1 of the screws are shown in Figure 
3. 

Finally, the said shell propulsion mechanism 3, the support 4, the 
housings 7, the covers 5, the perimeter section 9 and the pins 6 are shown 
25 in Figure 4. 

In this specific embodiment example, it was decided to represent a 
case in which the means of securing consists of at least two push-fit, 
elastic-fitting pins 6 and because the support 4 for the rifle comprises at 
least two housings 7 that receive and fit around the said pins 6, although 
30 the said means of securing could also be achieved in any other way, for 
example, adhesive means, push-fit tabs in previously formed housings in 
the support 4 etc. 
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Just as shown in the attached figures, the proposed cover for this 
invention, which is applicable to sporting rifles, is used to cover the heads 
1 of the screws 2 that secure the shell propulsion mechanism 3 to the 
support 4 of the said rifle. Normally the screws 2 are set out in an oblique 
5 fashion, as can be seen in Figures 1 and 3, with the said cover 5 being 
fixed to the said support 4 by some means of securing on its interior face. 
The said means of securing, as can be seen in Figures 1 and 4, consists 
of at least two push-fit, elastic-fitting pins 6 and the rifle support 4 
comprises at least two housings 7 that house and fit said pins 6 in itself. In 

10 the embodiment example shown in Figure 1, there are four pins 6, with a 
mushroom shape, with their respective housings 7 on the support 4, but it 
is evident that the number and shape of the same could be different as 
decided by an skilled person in the art. 

Figure 1 also shows that, in order for cover 5 to be positioned and 

1 5 correctly fit over support 4, this one has a recess 8 on part of its exterior 
surface with a shape and size that at least a perimeter portion 9 of the 
cover 5 fits onto the same, thus facilitating its positioning on support 4. In 
the embodiment example shown in Figure 1, the cover 5 also consists of 
some additional means of positioning that collaborate with the said recess 

20 8 in order to guarantee correct positioning. The cited means of positioning 
in this example are at least two projections 10 on the interior face of the 
cover that can fit into at least two blind orifices 11 on the rifle support 4 for 
this purpose. The cited means of positioning could also be some means of 
guidance that fit into place. 

25 In another embodiment example (not shown), the said additional 

means of positioning are not necessary, with this function being achieved 
simply by the recess 8 made on the support 4. 

As can be seen from the figures, the cover proposed in this 
invention is transversally convex towards the exterior and longitudinally 

30 elongated, although it could obviously have other shapes in other 
embodiment examples. 
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As can be seen from Figure 2, the exterior surface of cover 5 is, at 
least in part, smooth and can therefore bear printed graphic information on 
its exterior face, such as the manufacturing company logo. 

In a preferred embodiment example, the proposed cover is in a 
5 single piece and is obtained by the injection moulding of plastic material, 
which makes manufacturing costs relatively low, although the production 
procedure could easily be another that can provide similar results with 
respect to cover functionality. 

This invention describes a new protective cover for sporting rifles. 
10 The examples described here do not limit this invention and may have 
different applications and/or adaptations, all of which are within the scope 
of the following claims. 



